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Coronavirus School Closure Daily Staff Update #6 – March 20, 2020  
 
Here are a few items I hope you will take note of: 

• Myth Busting: I have seen many posts on social media that lack a factual basis. Some I have challenged and 
others I have just let go. Please know that if you are wondering about anything you are seeing or hearing you are 
welcome to submit your question through our question portal or you can contact me directly. I would be happy 
to share my thoughts. This crisis is stressful enough, I don’t want you being needlessly concerned about 
dramatic hype or the promotion of radical views. 

• Voluntary Emergency Overflow Childcare Facilities: Many of you have responded to our inquiries about working 
in the overflow facilities and I can’t thank you enough for your willingness to help the essential workers in our 
community. We are at a point that we need to be patient and wait for people to express interest in this service. 
We are preparing a press release that is scheduled to go out this weekend – probably Sunday. This whole 
program and state situation is still fluid so I wanted to wait a bit longer before we send any public notice. 

• A Daily Dose:  Taylor Hicks, PhD, LP, NCSP and Megan Hickman, LMSW, serve as the Behavioral Health Consultant 
and Social-Emotional Learning Coach, respectively, for the Agency. 

Together, they have created a website called A Daily Dose (of Self-Care, Gratitude & Kindness), which they hope 
will provide staff guidance on how to promote, and maintain, mental health and wellness for themselves, their 
families, and their communities.  

• Q & A Document:  An updated Q & A document is available on our website.  The document will be amended as 
new questions and information are available and will include the date it was most recently updated. 

• Online Learning: The Michigan Department of Education issued an opinion today in which they confirmed their 
position that online learning as we see it being rushed to implementation does not count towards the required 
1,098 hours of instruction. I expected this. I continue to express caution regarding how our education system 
relies on online learning. My post on Facebook this morning summarizes my personal belief: 

Research does not support the broad implementation of online learning, countries with respected and 
highly rated education systems don’t rely on it at any significant scale, the digital divide is too great to 
ensure each student has access, it does not adequately support the social/emotional learning needs for 
students, online learning systems don’t provide food to nourish students, it is not possible to accommodate 
most student disabilities (cognitive or physical) through online learning, and in Michigan most teacher 
collective bargaining agreements establish that when school is closed teachers are not required to work (at 
all). Temporary use for enrichment only during a very short crisis...I guess I can accept that...so the saying 
goes...don’t let perfection get in the way of good. However, because of the above reasons how many 
students in Michigan now have access to enrichment based online learning and how many don’t? I believe 
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the gap is significant and unfair. Our K-12 system is not set up for broad scale online learning for good 
reasons. It may be a good approach for some, but not each student. Many teachers are volunteering their 
time to find ways to help their students during this crisis and I applaud that. Please don’t misinterpret that 
kindness or label the trajectory of their efforts as a fix for public education. 

• THANK YOU!!!: This has been one high-stress and demanding week. Throughout this crisis I have yet to see 
anyone at the Agency with a soured disposition or cranky attitude. My experience has been just the opposite. So 
many of you have expressed a desire to help and many are engaging in a volunteer capacity in our community. 
That caring attitude is what has made our Agency so great and is also sound evidence that we are, “Leading the 
Community to Achieve Educational Excellence.” 

At this point I do not intend to issue another update until 6pm on Monday. Of course, should anything of significance 
develop I will keep you informed. Have a restful weekend everyone! 

 


